
Introduction to World Religion 
Semester Project: 
Presentation on a Lesser-known Religion/New 
Religious Movement 

 
Indian Sikh priest Giani Jagtar Singh carries the Guru Granth Sahib, the central religious text. 

 
RELIGION/MOVEMENT: 

 
GROUP MEMBERS:  
 

PART I: PRESENTATION FRAMEWORK:  
The Three B’s: (1) Belief; (2) Behavior; and (3) Belonging 

 
1. BELIEF:   
History    

● What historic stories or patterns shape their identity?  
● What key events, experiences and exemplars do they remember?  
● Where are they now located and how many adherents are there?

 
Epistemology  

● How does Ultimate Reality make itself known?  



● What Scriptures do they gain knowledge of the Divine from?  
● What experiences shape their knowledge of the Divine?

 
Metaphysics  

● What is Ultimate Reality like? What titles describe it?  
● How does it/he/she relate to our world, society, or individuals?  
● How is it embodied or personified so we can know it?

 
Cosmology    

● Why and how are we here? What makes up the world?  
● What forces are at work in the physical, spiritual, social and personal 

world?  
● What does it mean to be human? 

 
Eschatology  

● What is the purpose and function of time and history?  
● What is the final destiny of the world and humanity?  
● What hope or resolution is in the future? 

 
Theodicy  

● What are the core problems with the world and the persons in it?  
● How do these problems affect us?  
● Why do we suffer, and how do these problems happen? 

 
2. BEHAVIOR:   
Soteriology  

● What is the solution to our problem(s)? 
● How can we be saved/healed/liberated/enlightened? 

 
Ethics  

● How do we avoid evil and live a good life?  
● What motives, virtues or activities should we pursue (or avoid)? Why?  
● What duties are they expected to perform? 

 
3. BELONGING - 
Rituals    

● What activities are used by religious communities to reconnect us and 
empower us to live a good life?  

● Are there sacred rituals or events?  



● Are there sacred times or places?  
● Is there sacred clothing or distinctive styles of dress? 

 
Traditions  

● What distinct communities have arisen within this religion?  
● What traditions, ideas, or practices distinguish them from others?  
● If you met someone from this religion, what might you expect?

 
 

PART II: LIST OF LESSER-KNOWN RELIGIONS TO 
CHOOSE FROM:  

Your group may choose from a religion below, or ask your 
teacher to present on a religion not listed below:  

- Amish 
- Baha’ism 
- Jainism 
- Jehovah’s Witnesses 
- LaVeyan Satanism 
- Mormonism 
- Scientology 
- Seventh-day Adventism 
- Shinto 
- Sikhism 
- Wicca 
- Zoroastrianism 

 
 

PART III: GRADING RUBRIC: 
 

1. Content Grade: For each of the three sections listed above (the ‘three B’s’), 
you must have AT LEAST five substantive concepts that you communicate 
about the religion, and those concepts must be accurately summarized. Be 
sure to include names/vocabulary for concepts that are unique to that 



religion. You may have more than five concepts for each section, so long as 
your presentation does not exceed 30 minutes. (45 points) 

 
5 points for each major concept dealt with (x3 sections):  
Belief: ____ Belonging: ____ Behavior: ____ 
10 points for the accuracy of each concept (x3 sections):  
Belief: ____ Belonging: ____ Behavior: ____ 

 
2. Google Slides Presentation: Your presentation should be a Google Slides 
presentation. (30 points)  

 
____ 15 points - The Presentation must be at least 15 minutes, but not longer 
than 25 minutes. 
____ 5 points - The Presentation is sent to the teacher the day before. 
____ 5 points - The Presentation includes pictures and other media that 
enhance understanding (i.e. don't just use text!)  
____ 5 points - Creativity, interest, pizzaz: There is more to your presentation 
than just reading info off your slides. 
 

 
3. Handouts: You will be expected to provide for the class. (5 points)

 
____ 5 points - A 1-2 page handout that enhances the presentation and sums 
up main points (You must print enough for the whole class prior to your 
presentation or email them the file. Don't ask the teacher to do it for you.)

 
 

 
4. Self/Student Evaluation: For each member of the group, you will submit 
an evaluation of each other (20 points)  
____ 5 points - [STUDENT] Did the group member contribute helpful ideas 
and research for the presentation? 
____ 5 points - [STUDENT] Did the group member work hard and meet 
deadlines assigned by the group? 
____ 5 points - [STUDENT] Did the group member fulfill his/her role in the 
presentation with quality and excellence?  
____ 5 points - [TEACHER] Did the student listen attentively to presentations 
of other students and/or ask relevant questions during Q&A time. Note that if 
you are not a senior, and you miss the final exam day, you will lose all 5 points. 



 
Points per section: 45 + 30 + 5 + 20 = 100 total points 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


