
Semester Project: Reading the Bible Digitally 
 

 
Purpose:  
This semester, I’ve provided you with an overview of the Hebrew 
Bible (a.k.a., the ‘Tanakh’; a.k.a., the ‘Old Testament’). While it’s 
possible that some of you may become Religious Studies majors, 
or study for vocational ministry as clergy, most of you will have 
limited opportunities to study the Bible in an academic setting. 
Due to the Bible’s influence in many of your lives due to your 
religious affiliations, and because the Bible is a cultural artifact 
that continues to influence the culture and politics of the United 
States, I think it’s important that you know how to wisely use the 
most available source to you when you have questions about the 
Bible in the future: the Internet. 
 
Therefore, your semester project requires that you master digital 
research of the Bible. While it’s my hope that you’d read Bible 
commentaries, or a study Bible, or some other resource provided 
by a respectable publisher and written by a credentialed author, I 
know that the Internet is fast, easy, and contains a lot of 

https://thesweetsetup.com/apps/best-bible-app-ios/


information. So, since the Internet is the go-to resource for most of 
you, how do you use it critically?  
 
Today, we’ll do a sample run. This doesn’t count as part of your 
grade but it’ll show you how to do the work during block period 
and on Thursday. Those two class sessions (about two hours 
worth of class) will be your midterm. 
 
Grading: 

- Rubric #1 Responses to Article   
= 40 points (2 points per question; 8 points for overall 
completion) 

- Rubric #2 Responses to Video  
= 40 points (2 points per question; 8 points for overall  
completion) 

- Reflection Essay  
= 20 points (based on Holistic Writing Rubric) 

 
During the block period, you’ll be given an online article, a 
YouTube video, and a short news clip (via YouTube) to dissect 
using the above rubric. Lastly, you’ll be given an opportunity to 
write a short Reflection Essay in the mode of your Class Reviews. 
Here’s the Holistic Writing Rubric we’ve been using this semester 
that’ll be used on your semester project: 
 
Instructions: 
You’ll be given two Internet sources to research next class. For 
each, this is the rubric you must follow. You’ll be asked to make 
observations regarding the following criteria ( ‘yes’ and ‘no’ 
answers don’t count; neither do restatements): 

1. The Identity and Credentials of the Writer/Creator 



a. Can you identify the writer/creator (i.e., are they 
named?)? (Explain why or why not.) 

b. If you look up information about them, can you find 
more on other websites (this is called ‘horizontal 
reading’ where you learn about a website’s content not 
by that website alone but through other websites)?  

c. What are the person’s credentials (academic degrees? 
related vocation/job?)?  

2. The ‘Soundness’ and ‘Nuance’ of Their Argument 
a. When reading/listening, does the argument seem 

‘sound’ (logical? fact-based? evidence supported?) or do 
they use a lot of conjecture/anecdotes to ‘prove’ their 
point? Explain your reasoning. Give examples. 

b. Do they seem determined to attack an enemy? Are they 
focused on proving someone else wrong? Or do they 
seem to be focused on presenting important 
information to the reader/viewer without bias? Give 
examples. 

3. The Evidence Provided 
a. What philosophical or material (e.g., archaeological) 

evidence was used to support the claim? Give examples. 
b. Can you find anyone else online who 

collaborates/supports this claim? Give examples. 
c. If you can find collaborators, who are they? Do they 

appear trustworthy? Why or why not? Explain. 
4. The Media/Medium Owner 

a. Use WHOIS.com to see if you can find the identity of the 
person who owns this website. If you can identify the 
owner, who is it? If not, what information is available? 

b. Who are they? If they’re a person, a company, or an 
organization, what’s the basic information I should 
know about them?  

5. The Media Bias 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/conjecture
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/anecdote
https://www.whois.com/whois/


a. Do you get a sense that there’s an obvious political 
agenda involved? Explain your reasoning. 

b. Do you get a sense that there’s an obvious sectarian 
religious motivation or even an anti-religion agenda? 
Explain your reasoning. 

6. The Danger of Sensationalism 
a. Do they seem to blow things out of proportion? Do they 

act like pieces of evidence that might support their case 
must absolutely support their case? If so, give examples 
and explain your reasoning. If not, what do they do that 
avoids sensationalism? 

b. Do they seem to embrace a conspiracy-theory mindset 
(e.g., others don’t see this truth because they’re blind to 
the facts for reasons A, B, and C)? If so, give examples 
and explain your reasoning. If not, what do they do that 
avoids a conspiracy-theory mindset? 

c. Do they seem to embrace conspiracy-theories 
themselves (Ancient Aliens!)? If so, give examples. If not, 
how do they avoid these errors of logic? 

 
Again, all answers must be in complete sentences (often more 
than a single sentence). There shouldn’t be any ‘yes’ or ‘no’ 
answers. There shouldn’t be any answers that merely restate the 
question. 
 
Holistic Writing Rubric  
Designed to grade short writing sample responses to a guiding question 
or series of questions. 
 

For Response Prompts during Class Reviews 

20/20:  
 

(A) You meet the length requirement. (B) For every question asked, 



you provide a response. (C) Your responses are coherent and address 
the questions asked. (D) You responses exhibit your ability to 
synthesize what you’ve learned and frame it in your own words (i.e., all 
written thoughts come from your brain and are typed by your hands 
without relying on the thoughts or writing of a classmate or web 
resource). (E) You begin your essay with a helpful introductory 
sentence that tells the reader what it is you are going to discuss.  

18/20: 
 

Your response doesn’t do one of the following things: 
- Meet length requirement (defined as being a sentence or two 

short of the requirement) 
- Give an answer for every question asked (being defined as 

ignoring a single question) 
- Make sure that your responses exhibit that you are synthesizing 

what you’ve learned 
- Your response lacks a helpful introductory sentence. 

 
As previously stated, all writing must be in your own words (as 
defined above). 

16/20: 
 

Your response doesn’t do two of the following things: 
- Meet length requirement (defined as being a sentence or two 

short of the requirement) 
- Give an answer for every question asked (being defined as 

ignoring a single question) 
- Make sure that your responses exhibit that you are synthesizing 

what you’ve learned 
- Your response lacks a helpful introductory sentence. 

 
As previously stated, all writing must be in your own words (as 
defined above). 

14/20: 
 

Your response doesn’t do three of the following things: 
- Meet length requirement (defined as being a sentence or two 

short of the requirement) 
- Give an answer for every question asked (being defined as 

ignoring a single question) 
- Make sure that your responses exhibit that you are synthesizing 

what you’ve learned 



- Your response lacks a helpful introductory sentence. 
 

As previously stated, all writing must be in your own words (as 
defined above). 

 
● In theory, you can’t score lower than a 14/20 though it is possible that a 

response that might be deemed as less than the bare minimum could 
result in additional deductions. For example, if you were asked to write 
six sentences, and you write two, then this is not the bare minimum 
effort. It’s not really an effort. Another example: if there are four 
questions asked, and you answer one of them, this is also not the bare 
minimum, but instead not really any effort at all. In these situations, for 
every sentence short over two, or every question ignored over one, you 
can expect a -10. If no writing occurs, or if the writing has nothing to do 
with the topic, a 0 could be the result due to the abdication of 
responsibility. 

● While spelling, punctuation, and grammar aren’t graded, you should 
attempt to spell correctly, use appropriate punctuation, and do your 
best to be grammatically sound. If writing looks like a text message, for 
example, you’ll receive a reduced grade.  


