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Job: a cosmic drama (table read) 

 
Job Rebuked by His Friends, inspired by William Blake’s Illustrations of the Book of Job. 

 

Characters: 

1. Narrator (a voice off-screen) 
2. The Accuser (a secondary character; the foil) 
3. The Creator (a main character; a voice off-screen) 
4. Job (the main character) 
5. Servants (4 secondary characters) 
6. Job’s wife (a secondary character) 
7. Eliphaz (a main character; a friend of Job) 
8. Bildad (a main character; a friend of Job) 
9. Zophar (a main character; a friend of Job) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Blake%27s_Illustrations_of_the_Book_of_Job#/media/File:Job_Rebuked_by_His_Friends_Butts_set.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Blake%27s_Illustrations_of_the_Book_of_Job#/media/File:Job_Rebuked_by_His_Friends_Butts_set.jpg
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10. Elihu (a secondary character; a friend of Job) 
 

Scene 1 

Narrator:  

There was a man from the land of Uz named Job. He was morally 

blameless, ethically upright, avoided evil, and possessed a 

healthy respect for the Creator. He had a wife, seven sons, 

three daughters, thousands of sheep, camels, oxen, donkeys, and 

human servants...he was the greatest man in the east until one 

day. 

 

The Accuser enters the Divine Court 

 

The Creator: 

Accuser, from where do you come? 

 

The Accuser: 

From roaming the earth here and there. 

 

The Creator: 

Have you seen my servant Job? He is honest, full of integrity, 

avoids evil, and reveres me! 

 

The Accuser: 

He is good because you reward him. Let me destroy his 

possessions and he’ll curse you to your face! That’s my 

challenge to you! 

 

The Creator:  

I accept your challenge. You can destroy everything around him, 

but don’t harm him directly. 

 

Accuser exits. 
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The Narrator: 

So the Accuser began his assault upon Job’s family and 

possessions. First, some invaders raided Job’s property killing 

many of his servants. Second, a fiery substance fell from the 

sky consuming some more servants and possessions. Third, another 

raid occurred, killing most of the servants and animals. Lastly, 

a strong wind collapsed a house where Job’s children were having 

a party, killing them all. 

 

Job alone as servants 1, 2, 3, and 4 come in succession. 

 

Servant 1:  

Master, some invaders came and killed most of your servants. I 

alone escaped! 

 

Servant 2: 

Master, fire fell from the sky consuming many of your servants 

and possessions. I alone escaped! 

 

Servant 3:  

Master, there was a raid on your other servants, and they killed 

most of your animals and many of your servants. I alone escaped! 

 

Servant 4: 

Your children were partying when a strong wind crushed their 

house upon them. I alone escaped! 

 

Job falls to the ground 

 

Job:  

Naked I entered the world and naked I’ll go. The LORD gives and 

the LORD takes away...blessed be the reputation of the LORD. 

 

Narrator: 

In spite of all these events, Job did not  sin or blame God. 
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Scene 2 

The Accuser enters the Divine Court 

 

The Creator: 

From where do you come, Accuser? 

 

The Accuser: 

I was on earth, wandering here and there. 

 

The Creator:  

Have you considered my servant Job?  He is honest, full of 

integrity, avoids evil, and reveres me! 

 

The Accuser: 

Yes, but you didn’t let me harm him! If I can afflict his body, 

he’ll curse you! 

 

The Creator: 

Challenge accepted! You can do anything to him, but you can’t 

kill him! 

 

The Accuser exits the scene. 

 

Job enters the scene. Sits down.  

 

Narrator: 

Job’s body became so diseased with sores that he would sit and 

scratch his body with broken pieces of pottery. One day Job’s 

wife came and questioned him. 

 

Job’s wife enters the scene. 

 

Job’s wife: 

Why do you cling to your integrity? Just curse God and die 

already! 
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Job: 

You foolish woman! Should we receive good things from God yet 

reject the bad? 

 

Narrator: 

In spite of all this, Job didn’t sin with his mouth. 

 

Scene 3 

Job’s three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar enter, sit with 

Job, and cry. 

 

Job: 

Perish the day of my birth and the night I was conceived! I wish 

it would disappear into the deepest darkness, forever! Why 

didn’t I die at birth? I could be sleeping now.  

 

Eliphaz: 

Can I respond, Job? Isn’t it true that innocent people don’t 

perish early? Good people don’t face destruction? Think about 

it! You reap what you sow. You only harvest destruction if you 

have sown it. No human is more righteous than God. God must be 

justified in sending you this punishment! 

 

You should be happy, Job! God is correcting you. He is right to 

do so. 

 

Job: 

False! The Almighty has aimed at me and shot me through with 

many arrows. I’m weighed down by my grief. I don’t understand 

why he doesn’t just crush me?! Why not finish me off?! I’ve done 

nothing wrong. I wish I was dead. 

 

And you! You’re friend in the way a flash flood is a friend: you 

seek to wash me away! Prove me wrong. Don’t just accuse me, 
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All humans suffer. That’s life. We all suffer, both good and 

bad. How does my suffering prove anything? Please let me suffer 

alone. You’re making it worse. 

 

Scene 4 

Same participants: Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar 

 

Bildad: 

You pervert justice! Yes, all suffer, but we suffer because we 

sin. Your suffering is great and it is because you have sinned 

greatly. To suggest otherwise is blasphemous! It would mean God 

allows suffering without just cause. Your views will lead you to 

further destruction, like an old building collapsing on itself.  

 

God never rejects the good and those with integrity. Never! 

 

Job: 

My battle with God is unfair. He’s invisible. He’s too powerful. 

How can I find justice from him? If only there was an arbitrator 

between us. If only there was a way to force God to defend this 

matter before a jury in the court of law. If only! 

 

I would ask God what he sees. How does God know I’m so evil? God 

made me. He gave me flesh and bones and breath. I can’t hide or 

flee from my Maker who is more powerful. I wish I could just 

die. 

 

Scene 5 

Same participants: Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar 

 

Zophar: 

How can I allow this nonsense to pass without speaking up! God 

is greater than you. How can you suggest that God has not done 

what is fully right? 

 

Beg God for help. Submit to God. Show him you’re sorry for your 

evil deeds. Then God will help you. 
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Job: 

Am I a joke to you? Does anyone take me seriously? 

 

All the wisdom in the world can be quoted and it doesn’t change 

a thing. You’re no wiser than me. You don’t know any better. 

 

Does God need you to represent him? Are you his appointed 

attorney? Are you so special that he sent you to represent him? 

 

I’m innocent. I stand by that. If God wants to hide, if God 

wants to make me his enemy, then so be it! But I’m not guilty. 

 

All of us are born of a woman. Then we live a few days. Then, 

like a flower, we wilt and disappear. Any hope I find is crushed 

by God. He drops a boulder on my hope. 

 

Narrator: 

Job and his friends argued in circles. In gist, Job’s friends 

wanted to believe that the universe is just and that God is 

just. If bad things happen, they happen to bad people or because 

of evil deeds. If one repents and turns back to God, one can 

receive divine favor again, but one must admit when one has done 

wrong.  Job’s friends think that his claim to be innocent is an 

affront to the goodness of God...an affront that only proves Job 

is dabbling in evil. 

 

Scene 6 

Same participants: Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar 

 

Job: 

One day suffering will befall each of you. I wait for the day 

when my enemies will suffer as I have suffered. It will happen! 

 

God has failed me. His care is not for justice. I live in agony. 

 

Enters Elihu. 
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Elihu: 

I’m Elihu. I know I’m young, but hear me out. No one is greater 

than God. No one is perfect like God.  

 

God rewards the good and the evil. They get what they deserve. 

 

God cannot do evil. 

 

Yet humans do evil and there are consequences for all evil done. 

We impact each other with our evil. We make the world worse with 

our evil. God is good for preventing our evil from consuming us! 

 

God is like a parent who corrects us to make us better. And 

God’s ways are more pure and wiser than ours. Trying to 

understand God is foolishness. 

 

Scene 7 

Job sits alone. 

 

Narrator: 

Suddenly, God appeared in a storm!` 

 

 

The Creator: 

Who is this who enters my court? Who is bold enough to come into 

my throne room? 

 

You think your bold, Job? Prepare yourself like a man now. I’ll 

interrogate you. You respond when you have an answer. 

 

First, Job, from where did the universe come? How old is this 

planet? What brought it into existence and when? What tools did 

I use to construct it? How do I keep it in place? Why has it not 

been swallowed whole into the void? Why don’t the seas rush over 

the land? 

 

Can you explain the vastness of the universe? How does it 

expand? From where does it expand? Does it have an ending? When 



9 

will it end? Why is it here? Why does it exist as it does? Why 

do some places bring forth life while others there’s nothing but 

desolation? What keeps all forms of matter together? What keeps 

it all from imploding? 

 

How did animals get instincts? How do beasts know to care for 

their young? To feed them? How does life continue to survive? 

Did you plan all of this? Did you make it happen? Were you there 

to see the beginning of the cosmos? Do you have a plan for where 

it is going? What should I do with my creation, Job? Tell me, if 

you’re so wise? 

 

Job: 

I have nothing to say. I don’t know where this all came from or 

why or where it is going or how it all functions. I’m silenced. 

 

God: 

As to you, so-called friends of Job, I’m angry with you. You 

failed to help Job. Go to make sacrifices to me and I’ll forgive 

you. I’ll ask Job to pray on your behalf to me. Job was correct. 

You weren’t. 

 

Narrator: 

Job did pray for his friends and God rewarded him. In fact, the 

Creator gave Job double all that he had lost. When Job died, he 

had lived a long, satisfying life.  

 
 

 
 
 


